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Memorandum of Conversation 



August 2C. 1961 
Ambassadors Residence 
Berlin, Germany 



Mayor Brandt 



Particip ant, 
The Vice President 
Ambassador Bowling 
Ambassador B onion 
General Clay 

B« JIT T iC * PrMid€nt ■** «**« the President had re«.iv. d Mavor 

give Cn»^ L W * MPly WhiCh * "°» ld now 

it and lit JZ ? ^** « W«d *»** Mayor Brandt should read 

it and let him hare his reaction either now or later. 

™w7,°* Br * ndt r# * d *• *•«•* carefully and said that he ... mo-t 
grateful for the courtesy of the President I the promXotf hi? 

..11 **!?* B '* ndt >aid that *• *■* I*™ * «®Py °* bi« Utter to Chan 

^ * nd «• •««*• «* »• talk was being investigated He .ITted 
that he hoped that the President*, answer would be kJ^tsuV^ 
He .tated that he had ashed in hi. l.tt. r for p^S^SXXiim 
did He .aid political action was a broad term and. f or e^ U £ 
decision to strengthen the Berlin garri.on wa. ai.o politS^« on 
He .aid it wa. important to prevent further steps by tt« TlL.^1 
«fi»e. saying that Ulbrichf. speech ^Friday ^had^r.?.!. MA and 
dangerous self-confidence. "ressed Ugh and 

He said he had found arguments of the French and Briti.h M »r. 
senutive. and this wa. a «ign of East German w.hane.f but tit'mV. 

tageoua since the East regime's actio, .u MM wi^ «L I «•****■- 
of Commwai.t power. regarded a. a demonetration 
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that w. should not b« limited in our action hr m. ..^^ , 
.tatu.. Ho r.peated that .inc. the ."lit of AuguTt U £. SLST" 
would only live in th. e lo...t connocUo. withT..t Germ!™ £ 
wtebjd to e»pha.ia. that h. wa. not a.hiu, f or 1 coSSnal San.. 
*»d that m.r.ly in practice w. .hould b. guid.d by **^££ a . 

. ., M * T ^ r Brandt **•» '•fwed to th. auction of United Notion 
•ction which wa. nijmi to both i. hi. letter a J toftEESZ* 

which wa. to *.«iyn ^ 

«P the .n..tion of B.rliu and Crmany. He recalled tttt 2. Pntl- 
meeting of Foreign hlini.u,. had a.kcd th. United ^1!^^ 
tativaa a««i«t«d k« »w- /• —»••«■• »m vwcea nation. Kepre.«n- 
••«▼... a..i.t.d oy th. German ob.«rvor. to «*»w ■»,.-.. h«-1 «« »*• 
point. H. .aid hi. id.a wa. for th* Wmmt L— 7TT f**« MttoM °» *»• 
in advance to tab. th. inlTteti^ Ta£ .ho»Z £ Jt*! ? « D °V Itl - 

B.lgrad. Neutralist. hf«.tiuc He .aid tLt^l Si »«£or. the 

her. had given him th. C*.* ^c'ouTd ^ ZSZZSZ 

dSL h°"^ # 'T*^ *" *• k-w that th. United H^ttTnTwaT. 
difficult problem, but that th. .abj.ct would com. u» h.w JIT M. 

Edition to military mea.ure. which w.r. being contempt* 

i. iv*? **• ^P 101 "*'* «•"«. M*for Brandt f.lt that th. W..t.rn detev 
ij Utelr prote.t. had cr.ated a very unfavorable opte^ H ?bL toW 
W-teru Commandant, that they .hould mate a X*,,,* ZZJ"! 
»• followed up .peedily by on. i. hio.cow. But UO. hS rcuired 
•".ral day. .inc. each Commandant had to r.f., u> U. «£ou«.«t 

fait that it would hav. been better to hare tehe. up the ^.UninJu 
profte with th. member, of th. War.aw Pact aTw^lf mtm "* U1 
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The Vice Preaident iUU4 that he found Mayor Brandt's remarks 
very pertinent. He iai4 the Preaident folly nnderatood bow deeply 
he And the people of Weat Berlin felt, despite the diaadvantage of 
distance and the fact that they were of different racial origin*. Ho 
aaid that this reflected in our dec ia ion to aend additional troopa into 
Berlin. Me pointed out that democracies are alwaya alow and that 
our policies are not aa rapid as we would like to hare them. The 
Preaident coneidcra the Berlin eituation most aeriona and ia of the 
opinion that it will become mere scrioue. The Preaident felt it moat 
important that they all, Mayor Brandt and the authorities of Weat 
Germany, and all our allies, underatand each other completely and 
above all, should not permit any differences to become public, but to 
diacuaa them privately and confidentially. He aaid that there were 
two things the Preaident had done, fa the firat place, there waa the 
troop reinforcement, and secondly, bis trip here meant more than 
anything that could be aaid. Mayor Brandt had asked for action and 
that these were actions. He pointed out that the Adminiatration had 
only been in power for six months end that there had been new faces 
in the government and that many actions had already been taken. 

He referred to the increase ia our military posture, the Army, 
the Navy, end the Air Force, and that aome $7 billion had been added 
to defeaae appropriation. 

fa regard to the United Nations matter, he had been much interested 
in Mayor Brandt's viewa but that the President 'a viewa on this aubject 
had been aet forth ia his reply. He stated that we had not come to 

Berlin to indulge in any criticism, but to obtain a better picture of the 
situation. He would wish to emphaaise the importance the Preaident 
attached to keeping our differences to ourselves and to our working 
together aa closely aa poaaflale. 
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Mayor Brandt asked the Vie* President to please tell the 
President that he had not meant to criticise in his Utter, bat that 
tha Wednesday moating had boon extremely difficult and that to havo 
g on* to this meeting with empty hands would have heen impossible 
for him. He aaid he had always realised that the Western gnaranteea 
still stead, and that he had aaid ao. He expressed regret if hia letter 
had been read aa an expression of lack of confidence in the United 
State*. 



- ■: ■>.. The. Vice Preaident stated that the President understood very 
well the feelings of the people of Weat Berlin and of their leaders. 
He pointed out that the Preaident had the continual taek of making 
the American public underatand tha aerioueneaa of the situation. He 
•aid, for example, that many young men were being taken away from 
their peaceful pursuits in order to join the armed forces, and that 
where this was being dona it was sometimes difficult to explain to the 
people why there was criticism of the United States from our friends 
and alliea. Tha President fully understood Mayor Brandt* ■ desire 
for action rather than worda and repeated the importance of our under- 
standing each other and staying close together. 

Mayor Brandt said that he would like to make one additional point. 
He said he understood tha probleme of the United States and that he 
had not asked for economic sanctions, but that Chancellor Adenauer 
had call* ^ for these. He said that the Chancellor had taken conflicting 
positions >a the subject of negotiations. He had first said that there 
should bf 10 negotiations on the threat, and than later had come out 
for negot tions, which gave tk* 'mplication that threat was lass 
important .hen blackmail. On > subject of negotiations, he had thought 
since the Vienna meeting between President Kennedy and Khrushchev 
that a larger group, i. a. , a peace conference, might clarify the issues 
and convince a larger number of other countries. It had been said that 
nothing could coma out of this and ha felt that a larger conference might 
be helpful with world opinion. 
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H« aaid that for the German people the r scant •tidU might 
mean the and of the unification dream. It waa vary important to 
the Weetera powers, and especially tha United Statee, that thia 
mattar should ba approached realiatically and that cUrity waa 
easential. Ha fait that thia as pact of tha mattar should ba hapt under 
caraful conaida ration. 

Tha Vicn Praaidant aaid that Ganaral Clay had coma along at 
tha special request of the Praaidant because ha was known to ba an 
outstanding American and a friend of Germany. General CUy said 
that he had little to add to what tha Vice President had already said 
and that he could only atate that the United State, waa with the Weat 
Germans. 

Mr. Bohlen aaid that all he had to add waa to mention tha fact 
that in regard to taking the Berlin eventa to the United Nations, he 
would bear in mind that there waa to be a special United Nations 
General Assembly on the question of Tuuie on Monday; and that the 
sentiments of the Afro- Asian group on thia subject would inevitably 
become mixed up with any consideration of the BerUn question. He 
recalled the great difficulties in 1948 under conditions of actual 
blockade and that while the possibility of tha utilisation of tha United 
Nations waa under constant consideration in Washington, it waa tha 
general opinion, aa indicated in the President's letter, that to try to 
do it now would inevitably get the question of Berlin mixed up with 
general anti-colonial feeling because of the Tuaie issue. 

There was some discussion at thia point of the various methods 
of bringing the queation to the United Natl one. with Mayor Brandt 
pointing out that in 1951 the question of Germany was brought up 
in the Human Rights Committee. 

The meeting then broke up in order to permit the Vice Praaidant 
and Mayor Brandt to proceed to the greeting point for the incoming 
U.S. troepa. 



### 



tho GTR voold bo oloarlr^SltJ T? £ »• /■jriy eloarijr iadicatodj 
voold bo Weal ^& m2L? -iif?!* £•■"■■■*■ ud it 

iw«hn varnod that tfao opportualtl^tll ^Iffl^? iH^' "V** 
w«r« rapidly dl^idtMMVthTS* !f Jl^ Mi f« ^o IZT aa a woopon 

In .hort, tho uao oFSS SET^LS?^ **?* «haufd. 
of o packago and not •o-rtS^TSi^^* - » 

tho O.K. rl«ht nov.^^/JL"*!?* J* ?*• ' B «**« probl«i in 

ffJS3r l asa£ :s *«*5Afti , MS 

continue ttati^oSTS^ S'«Tm5?"*'-*: ""^ 

would do in nay oo^JJpS** tStZZ^J??"**"* >*•* «• 

-k. . ««ytaW2fatari2^i JSTSi sits - 
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«... .. *..^™.*'".£.r£;jr& jst^- 1 *- ~ 

»i. Our. „. « „~ « 2»T «: £ /* "f""/ «« -or. «chooU. M. 
•tragth.. Ik* boad. witb th.F.d.™r» w* ^* d »*••««• to 

*.ir fata* „* «Utiv„ «~^.°".^^ £T ,, 2 , r Wtth 
»«-. I. hi. UH„ i. M. „£„„«. ,n^i",ow ££ ^"k., 

Barlia a* a caa« i. Ba i»* "" F°""»«"y of SorUt troepc te W«at 
bad aetuaUr wl ! ST #Bt ** ,0 " y thmt in W ««« »•*"• tkara 



in Berlin that authorised a plebiscite and that this lav <*»:m 

eossMnted that the President did not have in MinH . B JZu 
for a fixed date but ,*. thinking of s^a^TSLj SSft" - 
Wolln nagotlaticn.. S^K.T^ wtSg*!? 
£2h^ 0r i! ■***•«•■■ • Plebiscite were Sid in^Sin in 
vbloh the Berliners vero asked vfather the/ ^erredtha 

•»•?£ S! 1 ^ ^L^IS* f- ^ ln « «* oo«tfM«noa In tha city 
■tood that the President takes tha rim that no othar aa*n« 

S£ JUT^T*"!? W * COM Warad umroducti T . anT eSht 
onjj lead to oouuter-sMasures by the other aid* T £„ 
•greed aad Mid it vaa fait that oth«TSaLS«I , ««K # «!?i!f 
•bout tha unsealing of tha ci^ anTSghTSilj^S J*** 1 "* 
serious rewtion bj the other iiSi? S^no^oountr^-nr.. 

«««ss2 assists s.^jk* ^f- 1 * *» «* *• 

and expressed In harsh and JuMlanttarMM/fS^^!-!J^^xu 
respect to Berlin. On the otSr^?^a^i^?r ^^%^ 
possible that tha Russians «ould noTiakT attrTi? 2LThJS^ 

Sot to? 21?? E2 J° .^ *" *• «2t4ft B.Un Victor 
border but that he doubted that Allied traffic vould be touched! 




